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An English
Countryside 
Agency View

WHAT IS LANDSCAPE? A Welsh 
LANDMAP View

Experience
How people perceive the landscape 
influences how it is used or valued. Visual and 

Sensory

Land Use
The present day pattern of land use, such 
as settlement, farming, energy production 

and forestry. 
Culture
History/

Archaeology
History

Landscapes have also been shaped by past 
patterns of human activity.

Wildlife
The types and abundance of plants and 

animals, determined by the physical 
backcloth of the ‘natural’ environment and 

by economic and social factors 

Biodiversity

Natural Form
Geology, landform, river and drainage 

systems and soils shape the land and its 
‘usefulness’ for agriculture and other human 

functions.

Earth Science
Function

Form

Science
Nature 

Conservation

Social 
Science

Landscape 
Conservation



Why? - Limitations of traditional UK 
approach

Nature Conservation
Nature Conservancy Council

Sites of Special Scientific Interest
National Nature Reserves

Local Nature Reserves
Sites of Local Biological 

Importance

Landscape 
Conservation

Countryside Commission
National Parks

Areas of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty

Areas of Great Landscape Value
National Scenic Areas
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20th century 
landscape 

change



Why? - Limitations of traditional UK 
approach

Nature Conservation
Countryside fragmentation
Reducing habitat quality

Loss of species
Questioning basis of site 

designation 

Convention on Biodiversity
Ecosystems Approach
Ecosystem Services

Implications of climate change

Natural Areas

Landscape 
Conservation

Loss of character and quality 
in ‘ordinary landscapes’

Why should some landscapes 
be valued more than 

others?

Landscape Character 
Assessment

EU Landscape Directive

Countryside Character 
Areas
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Natural Areas Countryside Character 
Areas

Natural England



What  ... is green 
infrastructure?

‘Green infrastructure is the region’s life 
support system – the network of natural 

environmental components and green and 
blue spaces that lies within and between 

... cities, town and villages and which 
provides multiple social, economic and 

environmental benefits.’
North West Green Infrastructure Guide 2008
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What  ... is green 
infrastructure?

Ecological Utility

• Biodiversity
• Connectivity within a network
• Air, water and soil quality
• Flood management
• Climate change adaptability

Social /Economic Utility

• Landscape character / sense of 
place

• Historic resource
• Setting for culture
• Sport and active recreation
• Mental and physical health
• Education and life-long learning
• Social inclusion
• Availability for social enterprises
• Setting for tourism
• Food, fishery and energy 

production
• Land and property value
• Image and investmentDepartment of Civic Design 1909 - 2009: Celebrating 100 years of planning research and 

education

Multi-functional



What  ... is green 
infrastructure?

The ‘CLERE’ model 
an agent for Community development

a Landscape to be conserved
an Ecosystem providing urban services

a Recreational resource for health and well-being
A contributor to the local Economy

Barber, 2005
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What  ... is green 
infrastructure?
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The Building Blocks
Hubs 
Key origins and destinations for  people/ wildlife /ecological 

processes

Links 
Green ways/ blue ways connecting the system together

Sites
Smaller areas of ecological and social value

Plus a supportive ‘matrix’ or general environmental context



How...to plan for green 
infrastructure?

1. Data /policy audit 
Identification of key strategic outcomes

2. Current resource mapping and functionality assessment
What is the green infrastructure of an area 
What the green infrastructure is doing and might be doing

3. Needs assessment
Where is the green infrastructure functioning well and needs to be 
maintained
Where the green infrastructure needs to change

4. Intervention Plan
What will be done to secure change
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Existin
g

Potentia
l

Green Infrastructure Benefit/ Function Existin
g

Potenti
al√ Quality of place √ √

√ Create setting for economic growth √ √
√ Job creation and social enterprise √
√ Sport √ √

Physical health √ √
Mental health and wellbeing √ √

√ Land and property value uplift √ √
√ Flood management
√ Climate change mitigation/ adaptation √
√ Biodiversity in situ √ √
√ Environmental connectivity √

√ √ Air and water quality
Create new green 
infrastructure....... 

Green Infrastructure Strategy Conserve and 
enhance existing 

...

Site 1 Urban Fringe 
Farmland

Site 2 Urban Park
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Bedford and 
Luton Strategic 
Green 
Infrastructure 
Plan
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Cambridgeshire 
Horizons
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Local

Global
Ethos Setting

Strategic 
Frameworks

Local Delivery
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Policy/Strategy 
supporting green 

infrastructure

Ethos 
setting

Strategic
Framework

Local
Delivery

International
Kyoto Protocol √
Water Framework 
Directive

√
Habitats Directive √
Landscape Directive √
National
UK Biodiversity Action 
Plan

√

Green Infrastructure 
Strategies?
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Policy/Strategy supporting 
green infrastructure

Ethos 
setting

Strategic
Framewor

k

Local
Delivery

Regional
Regional Economic Strategy √ √ √
Regional Spatial Strategy √ √
Regional Forestry 
Framework

√ √
Regional Rural  Delivery 
Framework √ √

Green Infrastructure 
Strategies?



Green Infrastructure:
Planning at the Landscape 

Scale?

Department of Civic Design 1909 - 2009: Celebrating 100 years of planning research 
and education

Policy/Strategy supporting 
green infrastructure

Ethos 
setting

Strategic
Framewor

k

Local
Delivery

Sub regional / local

River Basin Management 
Plans

√ √

Shoreline Management Plans √ √

National Park Management 
Plans

√ √

AONB Management Plans √ √

Sub-regional Economic 
Strategies

√ √

Local Development 
Frameworks

√ √

Parish Plans √ √

Green Infrastructure 
Strategies?



Some conclusions from the UK 
experienceKey lessons from the past

Science/social science divide is inappropriate
Site based approach is inadequate
Focus on conservation has its limitations

Key features  of current approach
• Integrated
• Strategic
• Multifunctional
• Future/change orientated

Key challenge
To engage mainstream political, professional and public 

support Department of Civic Design 1909 - 2009: Celebrating 100 years of planning research and 
education



For further information on 
UK green infrastructure activities
http://www.greeninfrastructurenw.co.uk

http://www.greeninfrastructure.eu/
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